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Proclamation 5877 of October 3, 1988
National Job Skills Week, 1988

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

During National Job Skills Week, 1988, every American can reflect on
the good news that our economy is far along in its sixth year of unin-
terrupted growth, employment is at an all-time high, and the average
unemployment rate this year is the lowest in 14 years. Our economy,
unlike that of many of our international competitors, is creating several
million new jobs each year and helping meet the challenges of greater
economic competition and rapid technological change.

Our celebration of a week in recognition of all who foster, teach, and
learn job skills should include awareness that jobs now being created
demand capabilities and higher levels of literacy. A recent report by
the Secretaries of Commerce, Education, and Labor, “Building a Quality
Workforce,”" reminds us of these demands and the concomitant need
for improved skills among entry-level workers. We can address work-
place requirements in a changing economy if business, labor, educators,
community groups, and all levels of Government cooperate to strength-
en workers' skills and adaptability.

The Federal Government is doing its part in this regard by supporting
education, training, and employment programs for disadvantaged and
dislocated workers. These programs include adult basic education, vo-
cational education, and dropout prevention efforts; the summer youth
employment program; an expanded adjustment program for dislocated
workers; and training assistance through a $1.8 billion Job Training
Partnership Act block grant. The JTPA has been particularly effective
in reintegrating citizens into the work force, by stressing private sector
involvement and concentrating on skills actually needed in localities
across our land. The new Economic Dislocation and Worker Adjust-
ment Assistance Program will build upon JTPA to provide Federal
grants to States, offering rapid response to dislocation and a compre-
hensive approach to education and employment assistance for workers
affected by plant closings or large layoffs.

Let us observe National Job Skills Week, 1988, with greater understand-
ing of the skills, needs, and devotion of America's workers and with
continued appreciation and support for private and public job training
efforts in their behalf.

To focus national attention on the role of job training in maintaining a
competitive work force, the Congress, by Senate Joint Resolution 333,
has designated the week of October 9 through October 15, 1988, as
“National Job Skills Week” and authorized and requested the President
to issue a proclamation in observance of this week.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United
States of America, do hereby proclaim the week of October 9 through
Octaober 15, 1988, as National Job Skills Week, and I urge all Americans
and interested groups to observe this week with appropriate programs
and activities.
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IN WITNESS WHEREOQOF, I have hereunto set my hand this third day of
October, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-eight, and
of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred
and thirteenth.

RONALD REAGAN

Proclamation 5878 of October 3, 1988
Columbus Day, 1988

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

We Americans proudly set aside time as a Nation each October to pay
tribute to Christopher Columbus, whose voyage to the Americas in 1492
inaugurated communication between worlds old and new. Today,
nearly 500 years after his epochal discoveries, Columbus remains for us
a giant of exploration and of the human spirit—a man whose faith,
vision, courage, and perseverance have won him an imperishable place
in the history of America and the world.

The qualities Columbus exhibited so well have always made him a kin-
dred soul to pioneering and individualistic Americans, who to this day
confidently set sail in their own way toward far horizons in every area
of achievement. Not for us the discouraging word, but rather the desire
to do and to dare for a great good. Generations of Americans recall the
lines of Joaquin Miller's poem, “Columbus™: " ‘Now speak, brave
Adm'r'l, speak and say'—He said: ‘Sail on! sail on! and on!"" and its
final lines, “He gained a world; he gave that world its grandest lesson:
‘On! sail on!'" That was the spirit of Columbus, and it is the American
spirit.

Today, our homage to Christopher Columbus includes recognition of
the accomplishments of the many Italians who have followed him to
America and of the achievements of their descendants. Columbus re-
mains an inspiration for them and for all Americans, and a source of
comity between the peoples of Italy and the United States.

The same is true for Americans of Spanish descent. Support by the
Spanish monarchs Ferdinand and Isabella made the discoveries of Co-
lumbus possible and led to Spain’'s later cultural and economic contri-
butions to the New World and the development of the heritage we
share with our Spanish-speaking neighbors throughout the Western
Hemisphere.

As we approach the 500th anniversary of the first voyage of Columbus
to the New World in 1492, observances in his honor are growing in
number and significance. The Christopher Columbus Quincentenary Ju-
bilee Commission, a group of Americans assisted by representatives
from Spain, Italy, and the Bahamas, has made recommendations for our
Nation’s celebration of the Quincentenary. The Commission is planning
educational and commemorative programs that will take place across
our land. We can all look forward to an appropriate, enjoyable, and
truly memorable jubilee.
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